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THE CHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF HORMONES. Publication
ofthe American Association forthe Advancement of Science. Edited
by F. R. Moulton. Washington, D. C., 1944. viii + 243 pp.
This monograph was compiled as a result of a five-day research conference
at Gibson Island in 1943, at which eighteen authors presented current activi-
ties in the field of hormone research. While the actual printed material
represents the work of these men, the volume has incorporated the ideas and
comments of the fifty or sixty other mem'bers of the conference who were
in attendance. The subject matter is arranged in such a way that it holds
value for both the biochemist who is interested in detailed processes of
isolation and synthesis of hormones and for the physician and general biologist
who are anxious to know the recent developments in the physiology of these
substances. The authors, in their discussion, have frequently indicated the
problems yet to be solved in the field of endocrinology and for this reason
the book may act as a guide for further research.
Hormones of the pituitary are discussed from the point of view of their
isolation, chemistry, and iphysiology. The secretions of the pancreas, thyroid,
adrenals, and gonads are considered, together with a detailed report on the
synthesis of the steroid hormones. In conclusion a discussion of the hormones
of the gastro-intestinal tract and of those found in urine and in the serum
of pregnant mares is presented with a final comment on anti-hormones.
-E. W. SHRIGLEY.
A SYMPOSIUM ON MAMMARY TUMORS IN MICE. Publication
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science No. 22.
By Members of the Staff of the National Cancer Institute. Edited
by F. R. Moulton. Washington, D. C., 1945. viii + 223 pp.
There is no doubt but that a summary of current work of the sort pre-
sented in this book is a valuable addition to any scientific library on cancer.
The oncologist, be he an active worker in the field of mouse cancer, or an
investigator in any of the other many ramifications of the "cancer problem,"
will find this volume of importance as a reference text. By way of illustra-
tion, the reader will find a brief historical backround concerning some of the
many inbred strains of mice frequently used in cancer research, as well as
the incidence of spontaneous mammary tumors in these various strains. On
the other hand, if one is interested in the therapeutic effects of certain sub-
stances on breast cancer in mice he will find an extensive summary, in tabular
form, of such work.